
We all have a soft spot for the romantic      

rambling, pastel coloured and highly fragrant 

cottage garden. It brings back memories of our 

grandparentõs gardens and carefree days. 

 

Cottage gardens can also be very water wise 

with correct plant choice. The essence of    

cottage gardens includes narrow slow paced 

paths of gravel or recycled materials, plantings 

that soften the edges and are highly fragrant 

and pastel coloured flowers with many edible 

plants and incorporating many areas for sitting 

and reflecting. Rose arbours and an informal 

pond or water feature gives the garden a special 

feel. Most cottage gardens come into their own 

in the spring and summer months, but with a 

little   planning, you can make your autumn and 

winter garden just as interesting.  

 

Try using plants such as the Prunus species, 

flowering cherry blossoms or the purple leaf 

cherry plum whoõs fruit makes a wonderful     

damson jam. Shrubs such as Roses for the vase 

and for garden display, Escallonia, Indian     

hawthorn, worm wood, Japanese box and 

Murraya also work well. Perennials such as wall 

flower, liriope varieties, Iris, Agapanthus, day 

lilies, Euphorbia, Clivia, lambs ears and         

Pentstemon are worth considering.  
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See our website for 

prior issues.  

Call us for bulk buying of 

your mulch. 

Design a new garden or 

redesign an existing  

garden bed. We can help.  

Email your suggestions 

for Issue 4.  

Dead head Roses. 

Prune back shrubs and perennials which have finished their spring flowering flush.  

Choose your pruning days wisely, do not prune hedges on days which exceed 32 degrees as 

the foliage may burn.  

Mow your lawn and clean up any rubbish lying around to deter snakes.  

Do a visual sweep of the outside of the house, garages and nearby trees for European wasps 

nests.  

Keep the water up to pot plants and mulch the top of the pots as they can dry out quickly in 

hot weather.  

Liquid feed fortnightly with your regular watering regime to keep plants in top condition.  

Feed your plants fortnightly with a seaweed extract to protect your plants against heat 

stress.  

Protect vulnerable plants from the hot sun by moving pots into more shady areas or using 

shade cloth structures over permanently positioned plants.  

Divert your grey water onto the lawn to keep it green and lush over summer.  
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Incorporate herbs, like chives, rosemary, 

parsley oregano, thyme, sage and the odd fruit 

tree including espaliered apples, pears,      

apricot, peach or cumquat. These are the  

quintessential parts of the cottage garden.  

 

Add interest and surprises by curving paths to 

hide views or features and create destinations 

in your garden with sitting areas and ponds. 

For autumn colour try Japanese windflowers 

and red hot pokers for winter colour.   

 

There are many different types of cottage 

effects you can create; traditional, Parterre, 

Potager, Tapestry, Painterly,  Rural, Modern or 

Romantic.  

What to do this Season in the garden  


