
Mulch your garden beds for the warm months ahead and make sure you mulch over 

moist soil.  

Divide Kangaroo paws, Berginia,  Canna, Clivia, Dianella, Dieties, Sea holly,            

Helleborus, Day lillys, Heuchera, Hostas, Kniphofia (red hot pokers), Lamium,      

Libertia, Limonium, Liriope (cut back leaves to promote fresh growth), Mint, Mondo 

grass , Flax plants.  

Dead head roses to encourage new blooms, you may need to watch for aphids, black 

spot and powdery mildew.  

Prune back your Banksia roses hard when they have finished flowering as they do 

not repeat bloom in summer or autumn.  

Fertilize all your garden beds with a slow release organic fertilizer. Citrus and roses 

are especially hungry plants so give them a specialized rose or citrus formula.  

Prune back your hibiscus by a third to keep a compact growth habit.  

Get Planting! Spring is a wonderful time to establish new plants before the weather 

gets hot and dry.  
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BEING GREEN  

NOTICE BOARD  

It is time to mulch and 

fertilize.  

Call us for your bulk    

buying of plants.  

We can assist with a 

Garden bed makeover or 

planting schemes. 

Email your suggestions 

for Issue 3.  

DesignñMoroccan style  

Water wise planting schemes and designs 

can be fun and adventurous.  

Try a Moroccan design for your courtyard, 

back garden space or oasis.  

The essence of Moroccan style is bold   

colours, quiet and secretive garden rooms, 

water features, formal structure and    

garden art.  

 

Plants choices for a Moroccan look include 

the stately date palm if you have the room 

or Bangalo palms that take up less space 

with a similar effect. Olive trees can be 

used as feature specimens or clipped 

densely to form hedges. Conifers and   

japanese box also make good hedges or 

room dividers. Fruit trees such as Citrus 

(lemons and oranges) Cumquats and almond 

trees as well as Cycads, Roses and         

Gardenias in pots are also good choices. 

Bright Bougainvilleas are excellent over 

sheds, water tanks, walls and any other 

fixed objects that need hiding. Iris, herbs 

and Convolvulus add colour at ground level.  
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Garden art is a must in a  Moroccan     

garden using bright tiles, mosaics, 

wrought iron gates and art pieces,    

elaborate bird baths or fountains.       

Attention to detail is a must. Use earthy 

colours for the pavers and walls and use 

flowers and garden art for the bold splash 

of colour.  



Plant of the Season -  Cercis òForest Pansyó  

There is nothing better than the Spring 

delight of blossom trees to welcome the 

change of season. While blossom trees come 

in all styles and colours, a relatively unused 

blossom tree is the Cercis or Judus Tree. 

This small deciduous tree about 5m x 5m is 

a slow to moderate growing tree. It has 

large heart shaped purple leaves which   

appear in spring after the flowers and 

change to a brilliant yellow/orange for an 

autumn display. The flowers are not quite 

the typical blossom flower as they produce 

masses of pink pea-like flowers along the 

bare branches before the leaves set. This 

tree has a non invasive root system and is 

quite hardy adapting to a wide range of soil 

types as long as the soil is relatively free 

draining. It can take full sun to part shade 

and would make an excellent feature in any 

garden. It is not really bothered by pests or 

diseases. It has something for all seasons 

and is a slightly more unusual specimen from 

your typical blossom tree. Other varieties 

of Cercis include ôAvondaleõ which is slightly 

smaller and slender 3m x 2m with deep pink 

flowers and dark green leaves or Cercis 

ôAlbaõ about 4m x 4m with white pea-like 

flowers on bear branches before mid green 

heart shaped leaves in Spring . 

Spring is a busy time in the garden. It is now 

time to prepare your beds for the summer 

harvest.  

 

Beds which will support fruiting plants will 

need generous amounts of compost, slow  

release organic fertilizer, blood & bone and a 

dusting of potash. Rake this in thoroughly 

and your bed will be ready for tomatoes, 

cucumber, eggplant, capsicum, zucchini, 

squash, corn, pumpkins and melons. 

All of these are easy to grow and seedlings 

are available now in nurseries.  

 

If you are planning on growing carrots,  

parsnips, onions or beetroot it is best that 

these are in a separate bed from your   

fruiting veg and leafy veg such as lettuce, 

silver beet and cabbage, because the bed 

for your root vegetables needs to be quite 

deprived of nutrients. So donõt bother with 

the extra compost and fertilizer as you will 

find that this will cause distortion. Make 

sure that the ground you plant root veg in is 

nicely tilled to a depth of 20cm as root veg 

need deep loamy soil. Raise your beds if your 

soil is too heavy. I do encourage companion 

planting so always plant marigolds with your 

root vegetables to ward off root knot  

nematode which also can leave your root 

crops distorted.  
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In the Veggie Patch  

òMULCH SHOULD 

 

 BE AT LEAST  

 

 10 CM IN  

 

DEPTH AND KEPT  

 

AWAY  FROM  

 

THE TRUNKS OF  

 

TREES TO  

 

STOP ROTó 


