
Although Autumn brings a sigh of relief 

as the hot days get less and less, we must 

still be vigilant. March can still be a 

scorcher with plenty of hot days which 

catch us out.  

 

If you havenõt done it already, now is the 

time to top up the mulch levels around 

the root zones of plants and apply the 

second round of slow release organic  

fertilizer to the garden beds. This type 

of fertilizer will not burn plant roots but 

I like to water it in  anyway.  

 

It may be time to decide what plants 

need pulling out due to them not coping in 

the Summer months and plan what you 

want to replace them with.  

 

Many native plants can look good in any 

style garden and conifers do particularly 

well in drought ravaged gardens.  

Autumn is here  

Inside this issue:  

Autumn is here  1 

To do in the Garden  1 

Plant of the Season  2 

Weed of the Season  2 

Compost It  3 

PestsñWhite fly  3 

Mediterranean Style  

 

In the Veggie Patch  

4 

 

4 

BEING GREEN  

NOTICE BOARD  

Your Questions         

answered on our next 

newsletter.  

Call us for the bulk    

buying of your plants, 

compost and Mulch. 

(Adelaide residence only)  

Email your suggestions 

for Issue 5.  

 

What to do this Season in the garden  

Autumn is a good time of year to divide clump forming plants such as Dianella, 

Liriope, Salvias, Day lilies, Iris, Strelitzia and Arum lilies.  

 

Prune back summer and autumn flowering perennials such as Pentstemons, Shasta 

daisies, catmint, Buddleia, and Gaura.  

 

Continue deadheading roses for an autumn flush.  

 

Plant Spring flowering bulbs and tubers such as Daffodils, Jonquils, Dutch Iris, 

Bearded Iris, Ranunculus, Freesias and Alliums.  

 

Autumn is a good time to be planting in the garden so make good choices of hardy 

low water varieties. Make sure you improve the soil before you plant with       

compost, wetting agents and mulch liberally.  

 

Check your irrigation system in preparation for winter shut down. Flush out the 

lines, check dripper lines, spray nozzles and drip emitters for blockages. Check 

for leaks or splits in the lines.  
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If you have decided to go succulents be 

mindful that soil has good drainage.  

 

The wet winter months ahead, could 

prove as devastating to succulents as the 

summer heat is to sensitive plants.   



Plant of the Season -  Ornamental Pear  

Our long hot, dry summers donõt lend   

themselves to providing ideal growing     

conditions for many of the beautiful autumn 

leaved trees such as Maples and Birches, 

but there are some trees which will provide 

beautiful colour and are fairly drought 

hardy.  

 

Pyrus calleryana ôGlens Formõ Chanticleer 

grows about 11m x 5.5m which makes it ideal 

for smaller gardens. This cultivar is quite 

adaptable to many soil types and is        

relatively drought hardy. It has beautiful 

gold, plum and burgundy leaf colour in the 

autumn and masses of pretty white        

blossoms in the Spring time.  

 

Capital  grows about 11m x 2.5m and is    

excellent for windbreaks, property borders 

or as a feature in the garden. This has   

reddish purple autumn foliage and white 

blossoms in the spring.  

 

Tradtional Pyrus ussuriensis Manchurian 
Pear or Aristocrat  are other good varieties 

that are well worth considering.  

The Ornamental Pear does seem to attract  

white flies in the autumn, while this does not 

do much harm to the tree itself, they can 

prove to be a nuisance to people walking past. 

So a position away from pedestrian        

thoroughfares is best.  

 

There is a cultivar to suit any size garden, so 

summer shade, autumn colour and spring 

blossoms can be apart of your garden.  

Sonchus oleraceus   or Common Sow thistle 
is an upright annual herbaceous plant with   

hollow stems that exudes a latex sap when 

broken. They have soft green leaves with         

irregularly toothed margins and soft spines. 

They produce yellow flowers which quickly 

turn to fluffy white seed heads which 

spread easily in the wind.  

 

A common weed of gardens and waste lands 

it spreads quickly and easily. Pulling them 

out by hand is easy in good soil but they 

tend to snap off in dry soil. Try to remove 

them before they set seed. If they have 

already set seed take care not to disperse 

the seed head and therefore spreading the 

problem further.  

 

They tend to harbour many autumn pests 

such as aphids and mealy bugs, so by       

removing them from your garden you will 

help keep pest populations under control.  

 

Feed non-seeding plants to the chickens or 

compost them. Any with seed heads pop 

them straight into a plastic bag or the    

rubbish bin.  
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Weed of the Season ð Common Sow Thistle  

òTIME TO PLANT  

 

SPRING 

 

 FLOWERING  

 

 BULBS 

 

 SUCH AS  

 

 DAFFODIL,  

 

 JONQUIL,  

 

 RANUNCULI,  

 

 FREESIAS &  

 

 DUTCH IRISó. 


