
Welcome to the first edition of the CINCO Gardens seasonal newsletter. We have    

designed this newsletter to give our clients and the local residents of Adelaide an insight 

into issues affecting you and your garden. We hope that you find the articles             

informative and relevant.  

 

In this first edition we are embracing and celebrating winter. Autumn was wonderful, 

donõt get me wrong, but winter can be a rewarding time in the garden. We can get stuck 

into our roses and give them a good winter clean up ready for next seasons displays. It is 

a good time for you to move those deciduous trees and shrubs that we have now decided 

are in the wrong position. It is a great time to be planning any garden rejuvenations or 

major landscape construction projects so we are ready to plant the new garden as the 

weather warms up. Winter is a great time to be sharpening our tools and cleaning out our 

sheds. Most of all winter allows us to take a breath, sit back and enjoy the beauty of our 

gardens as plant growth slows and the urgency of containment subsides.  

 

People often ask me if I hate working outdoors in winter and I always respond by saying 

that ôõwinter lets you know you are alive.õõ  I love to feel the cool chill on my face and  

believe me you can always work up a sweat in the garden even on the most miserable of 

days.  
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See our website for   

special offers.  

Call us for the bulk    

buying of your plants.  

We can assist with your 

landscape contracting 

needs. 

Email your suggestions 

for Issue 2.  

Water Restrictions  

Whilst the country is in the grip of a     

terrible drought the pressure on all of us 

to conserve water is greater than ever  

before. I urge all my readers to never give 

up on gardening. We can simply modify our 

practices and procedures to reinvent the 

way we garden. 

 

There are plenty of things we can do to still 

enjoy the pleasures of a garden without 

having to resort to concrete or paving.  

 

We can start to use plants which rely on 

minimal water and still look good. We can 

adapt any style garden to water wise plants 

from cottage styles to tropical styles and 

all those in between.  

 

The installation of rainwater tanks and grey 

water diversion systems are worth serious 

consideration but can be expensive in 

the short term.  

 

Other more economical things we can do 

is to convert our current irrigation    

systems to drip irrigation and improve 

our soils.  The healthier your soil is the 

more it can support plant life and cope 

with dryer conditions.  
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Plant of the Season -  Clivia miniata  

Clivias are fine addition to any garden and 

fill that niche in a shady dry spot. This is 

great for south facing or eastern facing 

aspects. Clivias are great plants for under        

evergreens or deciduous trees.  

 

They donõt require much water to keep them 

going. The flowers appear in mid to late  

winter and can spot flower throughout the 

year. Clivias come in a range of warm tones 

including the traditional orange and newer 

varieties of yellow, cream, white, pink and 

reds. They have lovely dark green broad 

strappy foliage.  

 

Clivias are a low maintenance plant, requiring 

the odd division every 4 to 5 years. Clivias 

need the occasional summer watering  and 

you can dead head spent flowers or  allow 

them to develop their interesting and   

sometimes colourful seeds which can be 

propagated.  

 

They are sometimes troubled by the odd 

caterpillar which may chew young leaves.   

If this is a problem for you, remove any       

caterpillar you can see by hand and spray the 

leaves with Yates Dipel.  

Oxalis or itõs common name Soursob has a 

trifoliate (shamrock) leaf. The single flowers 

with 5 petals is a  buttercup shape and    

colour on a solitary stem standing high above 

the plant.  

There are several types of oxalis including 

creeping oxalis which are problems usually 

all year round. Soursob appears mostly   

during our cooler months.  

 

This is a difficult weed to get rid of and 

persistence is the key to this one. The best 

way of removing it is to continually hit it 

with a Glyphosate based herbicide, by spot 

spraying or dabbing with a weed wand. 

Gradually you should see less and less of 

this weed as the years go by. Also keep your 

garden well fertilized, watered and mulched 

to keep your gardens at optimal health will 

also help to gradually reduce its instance. 

Healthy well fertilized lawns will help to 

keep Oxalis at bay.  

 

Unfortunately there is no magic cure for 

this persistent weed, but you can get on top 

of it and chock it out with good healthy lawn 

or garden.  
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Weed of the Season �² Oxalis (soursob)  

� F́EED CITRUS  

 

TREES WITH A  

 

SOLUBLE FLOWER 

 

AND FRUIT  

 

FERTILIZER  

 

EVERY COUPLE  

 

OF WEEKS  
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